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THE NEW OKGAN AT PLYMOUTH 
CHURCH. 



The action of the Committee appointed to pro- 
cure an organ for the Boston Music Hall was, 
and still is, very captionally criticised. That 
they should decide to build the Organ intended 
for Boston in Germany, seemed to be unnccs- 
sary, and was, . certainly a slight to the many 
builders of acknowledged merit in this coun- 
try. This seemingly unpiitriotic action has, 
however, produced good fruits. It was well 
that out people should know the value of an 
organ, and also how grand an instrument 
could be produced by a liberal outlay. They 
would have been content, for years to come, 
■with their $I0,0U0 organs, still begrudging 
even that cost which yields but littlo profit to 
the builder, if the scheme be faithfully carried 
out. The advent of the magnificent Boston 
Organ, has advanced the' public taste in that 
direction at least half a century. We have 
little doubt, that as fine an organ in every par- 
rticular could have been built here, had the 
contract been placed at from $50,000 to $60, 
000, for the builder himself could have sought 
for the hovelities that the organs ot the Old 
World presented, and with such knowledge 
could have laid out quite as grand a plan as 
the Boston Organ now exhibits. 

When we learned that Messrs. Hook of Bos- 
ton had been ' awarded the contract for the 
great organ at Plymouth Church, we were 
satisfied the work would be well done and: that 
the instrument would reflect honor upon the 
country ; for we heard their great organ in 
in the Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
.Boston, and found it in some respects superior 
to the foreign organ in tiie MuoLo Hall. Com- 
.paring its cost and siz-}, it is certainly the fi- 
nest organ in the country. 

The new organ in Plymouth^ Church is, we 
believe, the second largest in the country, con- 
taining,, besido the mechanical arrangements. 



over fifty speaking stops. The following 
schedule will give a clear idea of the capacity 
of the new organ : 



GBEAT lUKUAIiE. | Feet 

Feet, Pipes. 33. 8 Dulciona 

1. 16 Open Diapason. . . 68 3i. 8 Melodla 

2. 8 Op«n Diapason. 
~ 8 Olarabella. 



Fipes. 
.... 68 



8 Stopped Diap'n.. 
8 Viola diGamba.. 



6886. 8 Stopped Diap'n.. 68 

B838. t Octave.^ 68 

6837. i riautoXraverso.. 68 

68'38. 2 Ficolo 68 

~ .,68 



4 Octave........... 6839. 8 Clarionet. 

i 'Flute Harm'que.. 68 

' 8. 2Ji Twelfth 68 

9. 2 Fifteenth ,., 68 

10. 8 Comet, 6 ranks... 177 

11. 2 Mixture, 3 ronks.m 

12. . IK Scharff, 3ranks..l7i 

15. 16 Trumpet...: 68 

U., 8 Trumpet... i....w 6846. 

16. i .Clarion...; 68 



SWEIX UANQAUE. 

16. 16 Bourdon.. 68 

17. 8 Open Diapason... K 

18. 8 Saliclonal K 

10. 8 Stopped Diapason it 



i Octave 

21. i Flute Harm'que.. £( 

22. 1 Viol d' Amour.... 6t 

23. 2Ji Twelfth 6f 

2*. 2 Fifteenth 6f 

26. IK Mixture, 5 ranks.29C 
26.16 Euphone 6S 

27. 8 COrnopeon ..-68 

28. 8 Oboe. 6S 

29. 8 Vox Humana 68 

1 Clarion 68 



SO. 



OHOm UABUALS. 



31. 16 Still Gedacht..., 

32, 8 Open Diapason, , 



S0I.0 KHmKLB. 

10. 8 TnbaMii-abllis... 68 

i Tuba Octave 68 

8 Eeraulophou 68 

8 Philomela 68 

i HahIFifefo...,t.. 68 

8 Vox Angelica...., 58- 



PBDAI.S. 

16. 32 Open Diapason... SO 

17. 16 Open Diapason... 30 

i8. 16 Violone SO 

19. 16 Bourdon SO 

)0. 8 Violoncello 30 

>1. 8 Ootove 30 



i2. 16 Trombone.. 
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11EOH4111GAI. AsQinsmns. 
33. Swell to Great Coupler. 

ji. Choir to Great " 

56. Swell to Choir " 

56. Great to Pedale " 

57. Swell to Pedale " 

58. Choir to Pedale " 

59. Solo to Pedale " 
CO. Solo to Great- " 

61. Tremulant Swell. 

62. Ti'emulont Choir. 

68 63. Engine. ' 

68 61. Tuba Engine, 



COMBINATION PEDALS, ETO, 

1. To operate Great to Ped^e Coupler. 

2. To operate full organ. 

3. To operate Unison flue stops of Great Manuals. 
i. To operate No. 1 to 9 included of Great Manuals. 
6. To operate Full Great Manuale. . 

6. To operate full Swell Manuale. 

7. To operate Tubas of Solo Manuale. 

8. Fortei and Piano Pedale double acting. 

9. Grand Crescendo Pedal. ■< 
10. Balanced Swell Pedal 

The case is worked in black walnut and richly carved. 
There is pneumatic leverage on Great an{i Swell Organ. 
The Pedals range from CO to F— thirty notes. . The grand 
is on eight inches of wind; the Organ blown 'by water 
engine^; the Crescendo Pedal draws every stop in'the 
Organ successively, from the Stop Diapasons to lull, and- 
vice verso. 

The capacity of this ■ organ is in every way 
admirable. Its mechanical arraugements em- 
brace every useful novelty in use eitberin this 
country or in Europe. The water arrange- 
ments for supplying the wind are absolutely 
perfect. The pressure can be graduated by 
the organist in an instant, and the supply is 
uniform and unfailing. The swell pedal being 
placed in the centre, instead of at the side, is. a 
great improvement in facilitating its use. 

The private exhibition on Friday evening 
enabled us to judge of many of the specialities 
of the organ, and also of its general power. 
It wag exhibited by Mr. John Wilcox of Bos- 
ton, an organist of brilliant powers, and also a 
practical orgaii builder. Mr. Wilcox, vre un- 
derstand, drew the entire scheme qf the Ply- 
mouth Church organ, and has supervised its 
construction and its erection. The task under- 
taken by Mr. Wilcox was not a light one, for he 
had to displa.y the organ and not himself, 
though in so doing he gave ]5roof of the versa- 
tility of his imagination, tind his control over 
all the resoiiijcesof the instrument.. The first 
burst of that full organ, with that wondferful 
stop, the tuba Mirabilis, was startling and ex- 
citing, more, from its extreme brillianoy than 
from its deep and rolling grandeur of sound. 



Its brilliance exceeds we think anything we 
have ever heard. A hundred silver trumpets 
seemed flooding the church with their bright, 
piercing tones. Iinmediately succeeding this 
magnificent burst of power, the volume of tono 
fell to a mere whisper, displaying a purity of 
quality that could not be exceeded. Then as 
his fancy suggested, Mr, Wilcox exhibited the 
various solo stops, introducing them through 
themes suggested by their characteristic tim- 
bres, separated by interludes, in which he dis- 
played the qualities of the several manuals in 
their simple integrity, without coupling, and 
introduced, with fine eSect, the crescendo, and 
dinunuendo pedal^a power, in the hands of .a 
competent organist, exceeding that of any or- 
chestra, for no increase of that power can be 
so finely graduated by human powers or lips, 
as is now achieved by mechanism. The per- 
formance closed with a bold subject, in which 
strongly contrasted effects of the full, medium 
and minimum power of the irstrument in al- 
terantion were finely brought out by the per- 
former. When we, consider the length of the 
extemporaneous performance, its well-main- 
tained continuity,. and the constant demand on 
the manual dexterity by the- rapid changes of . 
stops and combinations, we must award to Mr. 
Wilcox, the highest praise. In set pieces the 
changes or combinations are- arranged in ad-' 
vance, but in this case all the solo resources of 
the organ were exhausted, and numerous com- 
binations prepared on the spur of the moment. 
•With fio. much to do, in so short a space of 
time comparatively, it could hardly be ex- 
pected that Mr. Wilcox could carry out or 
elaborate his subject, but he displayed a fertile 
fancy, and his modulations, in which he never 
wavered or, halted, proved ,him to be a thor- 
ough and accomplished harmonist. As we 
have said, he varied his subjects in accordance 
with the character of the Instrument; he also 
varied his style of music, skillfully contrasting 
the severe church style; with the .florid and 
romantic. 

The building of tliis organ is a masterpiece 
of workmanship ; in some respects it can no- 
where be excelled. As in the organ of tho 
Immaculate Conception, Boston, the vox hu- 
mona is wonderfully beautiful, and certainly 
surpasses that in the organ in the Boston Mu- 
sic Hi^ll. It has all the effect of a choir of 
well-trained voices,, and the illusion is-so com- 
plete, that we fancy we hear the sacred words 
breathed to the exquisite music' The Oboe, 
the Euphone, the Viol di Gamba, the Fox An- 
gelica, the Philomela, the Clarionette, &c., are 
all characteristically beautiful. The diapa- 
sons are rich and sonorous^ and singularlv 
pure and fine in quality. We are, however, 
inclined to think,,,}hat the- character of the or- 
gan is rather brilliant than choral ; that the 
foundation is scarcely sufficient for the super- 
structure, more especially when in conjunction 
with the Tuba Mirabilis, wbioh we think is a 
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little too brilliantly voiced. The size of the 
ohuroh is oot favorable for the deToIopment of 
the gray&r power of the organ, while the 
brighter stops strike the ear at once. .With 
the ample space at the command of the con- 
gregation, it would have been easy to extend 
the church tw.enty or thirty feet in the rear, 
which would have afforded fair" space for tha^ 
development of the powers of this magnificent 
organ. As it is, it is mainifestly too large for 
the^ 1>uilding. , .' 

It is impossible to give a positive judgment 
upon the organ as a whole from, a single hear- 
ing and examination. The Messrs. Hook have 
added gteatly {o their already brilliant repu- 
tation by the prompt production of this truly 
magnificent instrument. 



MATTERS THEATRIC. 



Of a verity the town is not the place to live in 
during the summer montlis. Atmospherically it 
Is uncomfortable, and theatrically It is uninterest- 
ing. Natm'e (that is human nature\ is in a state 
of prostration, and the theatres are in pretty much 
the same plight ; now and then, to be sure, a new 
play or burlesque is produced, but for the most 
part the managers appear to be laying back on 
their oara awaiting the Fall contest, and so there 
ia little to tempt the critic's pen to honied praise 
or lierce invective. . * 

Prominent among the novelties of the last week 
is the "Ice Witch," which (no pun intended) was 
produced at the- Olympic on Monday evening of 
last week to a crowded, and, as far as the galleries 
were concerned, demonstrative audience. The 
"Ic6 Witch" is the old play of the "FrozeR 
Hand,'' which was produced some years since at 
the Old Bowery Theitre with the redoubtable 
Count Johannes as the hero, and ejjinently be- 
longs to the old fashioned school of sensational 
drama ; notwithstmdii'ig its Bowerj' smack, how- 
ever, there is a great deal of interest in the play, 
(tnd pne is inclined to fe^l rather anxious as to 
the ultimate fate of theunfortanate and gorgeous- 
ly attired Harold and his equally untbrtunatei but 
less gorgeously attired, henchman, Magnus Snoro. 
' The principal object of the "Ice Witch" is 
evidently to afford a chance for' flue scenic dis- 
. play, and in this it is decidedly successful, the 
whple get up of the play reflecting great credit on 
. the.good taste and liberality of the management ; 
on the first . performance there ware some' few 
hitches in the translormation scenesj but these 
have all been remedied and the play now works 
as smoothly as one could wish. 

Being so -.decidedly a "show piece," the acting 
ol the "Ice Witch " can be^dlsposed of in a few 
words : In the first place, then. It introduces to 
us two charming young actresses in the persons 
ot the Webb sister?, Ada and Kmma, who in the 
respefctlve r61es of Minna and 'Lady Ulla lUsplay 
'dramatic talent of no mean order ; Ada is a most 
pleasing aind amusing soubrette, while Emma, as 
£ady UUa, displays throughout the play touches 
of tragic power.' Mr. Mark Smith makes his first 
appearance at the Olympic as the luckless Magnus 
Snoro, and is, of course, Immensely funny ; his 
song of "What a Woman's Like " is nightly en- 
cored, and deservedly, being a most amusing and 
cleverly sung duet. Miss Kate Newton as Drada 
looks beautifully, and speaks in the sephlchrally 
tragic tone befitting that very naughty and cruel 



goddess. Mr.' Geo. W. Clarke as Harold the Sea 
King— somehow or^pther the heroes' of all Norwe- 
gian tales are Sea Kings— wears a mok beautUul 
costume, and in the thh:d act displays a great deal 
of skin and strength in a terrific broadsword com- 
bat in which he kills, at the smallest calcul«tob, 
at least a dozen opponents and wounds as many 
more. 01 the other characters of the play nothing 
need be said ; they are, for the most part, unim- 
poi-taiit and call lor no particular notice, favorably 
or oth*wise. I must not'tbrget to give credit to 
a Miss Fowler, who, in. the first act, executes a 
pas seul which fo<;sbeauty and gi-ace has seldom, 
if ever, bei3n excelled on the, Nevv York stage; 
there is a certain flfesh and piquant style in this 
young lady's dancing which is perfectly delicious, 
and Is quite refreshing after the usual gymnastic 
contortions which one is subject to In most tepsl- 
chorean performances. 

i 
"Cinderella "has been produced ingoddistyle 
at Wood's theatre, introducing the Worrell sisters 
in the respective fdles of Cinderella, the Prince 
and Dandini ; Miss Jennie as Dandlni is particu- 
larly amusing, and her laughing face and piquant 
manner make, the part most enjoyable. Mr. Lef- 
flngwell as the elder unmarried— but still ma\ 
rlageable^ister Is very funny, while his "make 
up " is simply excellent. ■ ' 

"The Fmi One with the Golden Locks" was 
produced on Friday evening of last week for the 
benefit of Miss Irsne to a crowded audience, who 
showered on the fair beneficiake many floral to- 
kens of their approbation, in addition to hearty 
applause for the general excellence of the per- 
tbrmance. This Is by all odds the most unilbrmly 
well played burlesque that has been produced 
at Wood's Theatre during the mkthtUl reign of 
the Worrell sisters, and reflects great credit not 
only on these charming' young artistes but on the 
entke Company. Miss Sophie as Graceful looks 
charmingly and acts delightfully. Miss Irene as 
Lucidora looks, If possible, still more charming- 
than, her sister and, makes one alinost envy that 
lucky dog, Graceftil, who is to become her 
spOase, while Miss Jeaunio, In the comparatively 
small part of Mollymopsa Is simply- and pm-ely 
exquisite. There is a certain- treshness and 
naiv6t6 about this young lady's acting which' is 
really delicious ; it can hardly be called acting, 
but Is vatherthe exuberance ot a sweet young girl 
just out of her teens, to whom everything is coleur 
derose, and who insists on making others see 
life through the same rosy glass as herself. Thalia 
be thanked for all such actresses I They are bless- 
ings in 'disguise, for I mainfeim that grace and 
naturalness on the stage teudmuch'to elevate the 
public taste. and imparl a truer appreciation of 
tbebeautitul and the good. 

Mr. Lefflngwell's King Lachrymoso "is one of 
the most thorough bits. of burlesque acting that 
hfts been seen in New York since Jefi'arson was 
wont to convulse us with his exquisite drollery ; 
fi:Om beglnhmg to end It is brunftd of humor— the 
itragic starts, the comically tearlUl ftice and dole- 
flil voice are all perfect, and, combined, make-the 
part absurdly tunny. The scene with Plenlposo 
(excellently played by Mr. Donnelly), in which 
that minister Instigates the king, }i I'lago, to poi- 
son GraceM,.and the vision of the corkscrew, are 
particularly excellent, being two of the most sub- 
Unxely ridlonloug pieces of burlesque. actmg that 
it was ever the good fortune of mortal to witness. 
Taken altoget'hg', the part is mdat admirably 
played, and let mm who would forget his sorrows 



and tho heat go and see it and laugh and remem- 
ber miseries no more. 

This is the last week but one of the Reason, and 
of the lengagement of the 'VYorrell sisters ^.atter 
next week we must bid them farewell ; they 
should not be allowed by our managers to leave 
the city, bowever, for they are young ladies of 
altogether too much talent and promise to waste 
then: beauty on the-^desert air ol the provinces. 

Alter careftd study I have arrived at the con- 
clusion that the New York "pubUc ia a most 
patient an(l enduring creature, othei-wise how 
would it ever bear the dismal affliction of that 
most dismal of comediettas, "Tihie. tries all," 
which was ployed at the Winter iGorden all last 
Week ; any tlung -more stupid than this same 
comedietta it would be impossible for the humoii 
mind in its wildest moments to conceive ; save a 
quaint - little bit of character . acting by Mr. 
Andrews, there is nol one redeeming tkvture in 
tlie entire play : it Is ." weary, stale, fiat .and un- 
profitable " h'om beginning to end. " Columbus " 
is a refi-eshing relief and its quaint humor and 
quiet sentiment, combined with the excellent act- 
ing of Mr. Brougham, almost compensate for tho 
dreaminess of the force. Mr. Bryant is fl'ouiishlng 
bravely at Wallack's In the Irish drama ; " Shamus 
O'Brien ■' was produced on Monday evening witli 
decided success ; next week 1 shall give a detailed 
account of Its-^lot, incidents, acting, &c.-^tlll 
then palm leaf fans and ice water 1 

- ' Shogqe. 



ABOUT TO"WN. 

BY " JESEMS PIPES. OF PIPKSVILLE." 



' I think this is quite a suggestive "caption." 
My friends will by it perceive tliat I liave not 
yet gone to Europe. Indeed, at the present price 
of gold, it is quite inex'pedient nndwery un- ; 
pleasant to think of. I Went -to buy a' sovereign 
the other day (intending to take ship by the way 
of Guinea) and found I lia^ to give $7.45 cents 
for it. So I tliought I'd weight a little longer. 
"Well, to return to " About Town." I intend to 
make brief mention of almost everythiiig^— of 
places, men, streets, stores, nooks, and corners. 
Not necessarily either " Pus's", of them, or 
" Puffing " them, and now havii^g stated my 
premises I immediately proceed to speak of the 
■" Ice 'Witch " which (this is a joke) I saw last 
night M Grover's Olympic Theatre. 

It is gorgeously,- put upon the stage, and 
covers Qrover all over with glory and renown. 
Large seas of icebergs, 4.11 painted with pink, are 
by a tap of the prompter's bell hurried up into 
mid tfir, and coral groves, grottos, ■ and beauti- 
ful trees, that have been under the icebergs, or 
ocean- for years, or it maybe forever, suddenly 
loom upj; a white polar bear,|with thin body, and 
long arms and legs, containing a real live man, 
who Jias been swallowed whdle by the afpresitld 
bear, with his mouth shut, sqtjeezes and hugs 
Mr. Mark Smith, a capital actor, weighing 250 
pounds, who sings a capital comic song immedi-^ 
ately afterwards about a "woman" being like 
everything from a stick of candy up to an ele- 
phant. Tlie bear runs off; andon theseaof ice, 
j| young and lovely virgin with spangles, wand, 
and tights encasing splendid legs, comes in thin 
slippers right on the ice, and deposites a basltet 
of fruit. This is done by the lovely and fascin- 
ating Kate Newton, or Miss Teresa "Webb, 
or Millie and Clara Fowler. I forget witch. 



